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Welcome Address 
 

The Office of Graduate and International 
Programs is well into its seventh year and off to 
another busy semester as we welcome Exchange 
students and a new LL.M. class from around the 
globe. 
 
Our Program Coordinator, Cejana de Souza, left 
us last Spring to begin a new career venture in 
New York City.  While we miss her, we welcome 
our most recent newcomer, Seana Quental.  
Seana is doing a fantastic job and has “hit the 
ground running” learning about the many 
programs we run within the office.  She brings 
artistic creativity and vision to her new position.  
Please join us in welcoming her to Suffolk Law.   
 
Professor Hicks and Director Halay recently 
returned from a trip to Lund University in 
Sweden, where they met with new administrators 
and its new Dean.  Happily, they were also able to 
reconnect with recent LL.M. alumni and 
exchange students and hear about their budding 
law careers.   
 
As for me, I have been busy working with the 
LL.M. class, developing the Boston-based 
internship program and running the 
International Internship Program in collaboration 
with the Center for International Legal Studies.   
 

From all of us in the Office of Graduate and 
International Programs, we extend to you our very 
best wishes for a successful and happy new year. 
    Sincerely,  
    Alane De Luca 

 

Budapest 
 

The “LL.M. in U.S. and Global  Business Law” is 
a unique opportunity for international lawyers to 
acquire a U.S. master’s degree without having to 
devote a year to obtaining it, taking extended time 
off work, or paying for the cost of living and 
tuition in the U.S. The two way cooperation 
between Suffolk University Law School in Boston 
and Eotvos Lorand University in Budapest, along 
with the administrative support of CILS, marks a 
ground breaking step towards the 
internationalization of legal education. 

The program began in 2006. Dean Aman gave a 
lecture this past summer, in 2007 Judge Nancy 
Gertner came to give a lecture, and in 2006 we 
had a talk by the former President of Hungary. 
The focus of the program is U.S. and 
international business law, so the courses are very 
advanced and specific to the needs of the degree 
candidates, such as, Complex Business Litigation 
in the U.S.; U.S. Federal Securities Regulation; 
International Project Finance; U.S. Law, e-
Business and the Internet; Domestic and 
International Arbitration; and U.S. Corporate 
Finance Law. Over the course of a number of 
summers, candidates for the degree earn 6 credits 



in each two-week, full-time summer session in 
Hungary, and 2 more credits for courses or 
research projects each year, towards the required 
total of 24 credits. An innovation we have 
developed that has turned out to be very 
successful is the provision of online courses to be 
taken during the academic year, such as, U.S. 
Commercial Paper and Payment Systems; Secured 
Loans under the U.C.C. art. 9; Intellectual 
Property Law Survey; and Global Internet Law.  
In 2008, there were over 70 lawyers in Budapest 
at different stages of progress towards the degree, 
from places as far away as Honduras and the 
Philippines, New Zealand, Argentina, South 
Africa, and, as close as Germany, Italy, and 
Albania. In total, 30 countries were represented 
within the three class sections.  Some had 
substantial legal experience in their local 
jurisdiction representing international clients, 
and some were young lawyers advancing their 
careers.  The average age of the degree candidates 
since 2006 has been over 37 years. Thirty six 
percent of them are over 40 years old. On 
average, they have twelve years of legal practice, 
but fifty five percent of them have over 10 years of 
legal experience. These statistics are revealing, 
because they clearly establish that the program 
achieves a very high level of sophistication and 
adds educational value to lawyers with as much as 
thirty years of legal experience, in some cases.   

Most importantly, and this is very exciting for us, 
we will graduate the first class to earn the LL.M. 
in U.S. and Global Business Law at the Suffolk 
University Law School Commencement 
Ceremony in May 2009. About 25 lawyers from 
all over the world will come to receive their 
diplomas; along with the 2009 graduating LL.M.’s 
from Boston, and the exchange students, who all 
join in the program and the weekend’s festivities.   

2008 Spring Graduation 
 

On May 18, 2008, the LL.M. class joined the rest 
of Suffolk University for graduation and 
celebratory festivities.  We hosted a Champagne 
Brunch on Saturday for the LL.M. and Exchange 
students and their families and friends.  It was a 

proud moment for everyone and to share the 
achievements of our students.   
 

May 2008 Graduates:  Victoria Benis, France; 
Julie Bennett, Cummings, GA; Darren Braham, 
England; Mariza Danielle Aleves de Melo, Brazil; 
Keradit Dumrongcheep, Thailand; Ana Cristina 
Favila Tinoco, Mexico; Maria Cristina Fernandez 
Garcia, Guatemala; Alexander Gad, Egypt; 
Annette Kathrin Greulich, Germany; Christine 
Rose Hayes, Albany, NY; Elif Kavusturan, Turkey; 
Philipp-Lennart Krueger, Germany; Nancy Leon, 
Mexico; Gunda Meinecke, Germany; Katharina 
Meseck, Germany; Christine Njau, Kenya; 
Vanessa Okonkwo, Nigeria; Katherine Pongratz, 
Lexington, MA; Andrea Rogefors, Sweden; 
Alejandra Romero, Venezuela; Erika Sette, Brazil; 
Benjamin Temmesfeld, Germany; Sena Uz, 
Turkey; Sumy Vasan, India; Yemane 
Weldemicael, Eritrea; Linan Yao, China 
 

Welcome to the incoming LL.M. Fall 
2008 and Spring 2009 Classes 

 

 
 

In August 2008, The Office of Graduate and 
International Programs hosted a 3-day 
Orientation for our new class.  Students enjoyed 
the Orientation Program and reception.  We are 
hosting five exchange students from Lund, 
Sweden and twenty-eight LL.M. students coming 
from 14 different countries including Trinidad, 
Germany, China, Mexico, Lithuania, Egypt, 
Nigeria, India, France, Italy, Venezuela, Brazil, 
Dominican Republic and Turkey.  Fifty three 
percent of our incoming class is comprised of 
international students while 25% are U.S. citizens 
and 21% are permanent residents. 



On a cold day in January, we welcomed eight 
more LL.M. students and one Exchange student.  
The students come from Bahrain, Jordan, Russia, 
Sweden, Italy, Brazil and the U.S. 

 

Visiting Scholars 2008-2009 
 

 
 

We currently have three Visiting Scholars at the 
Law School. 
 

Gwi Sook Lee is a Criminal Investigator in the 
Office of the Public Prosecutor in Daegu District, 
Seoul, South Korea. She received a very 
prestigious award from the Ministry of Justice in 
Korea to study abroad, and she is also doing 
graduate work in law at Dongguk University, 
Korea. She will be here from October until the 
end of January 2009. Her research project here at 
Suffolk will focus on the criminalization of 
intellectual property offenses, what we used to 
think of industrial espionage, in the context of 
the treaty of cooperation between the U.S. and 
Korea concerning crime.  
 

Quynh Nguyen is a Lecturer at Hanoi Law 
University, Vietnam, teaching Civil Law and 
Intellectual Property. She is also a Ph.D. 
candidate in the Sweden - Vietnam doctoral 
program. She has a Master's degree in Law from 
Lund, and a number of professional certificates 
from WIPO, the Max-Planck Institute, and 
Melbourne, and Tokyo universities. She has 
published in English, and has been a Consultant 
to the Vietnam Assembly's Office of Cooperation 
with the E.U. Her particular topic of interest is 
the "Exhaustion Doctrine and its Application to 
Intellectual Property, with Consideration of the 
Implications for Vietnam." She was here from 
September until December.  
 

Judit Beke-Martos is completing her Ph.D. in 
legal history at Eotvos Lorand University, Faculty 

of Law, Budapest, Hungary. She attended the 
Suffolk Lund Summer School in 2005, and the 
program in U.S. Law and Legal Methods, and 
also will have earned the LL.M. in U.S. and 
Global Business Law when she graduates in May, 
2009. She clerked at Eversheds in Budapest, and 
Siemens in Paris. She has published in German, 
English and Hungarian, and has been an invited 
speaker at a number of legal history conferences 
in Europe. 
  
Her Ph.D. thesis concerns “The Legal Regulation 
of State Organized Protocol” which covers events 
such as coronations, investitures, all aspects of 
diplomatic relations, and the legitimacy of power 
from 1867-1918. While at Suffolk, she will 
compare the conceptual and methodological 
differences between legal history in civil law 
jurisdictions and common law jurisdictions.  Her 
primary focus will be on the comparison of the 
coronation of a monarch and the inauguration of 
a president as a ritual exemplifying the social and 
cultural differences between the Catholic 
Monarchy of the Austrian-Hungarian state and 
the Protestant Democracy of the U.S. In addition, 
she will research the different protocols as relating 
to the assassinations of President William 
McKinley (1901) and Queen Elizabeth of Austria 
(1898). 

 

 
In the photo left to right  - Bengt Lundell – Prefect, Lund 

University; Stephen Hicks; Bridgett Halay; Quynh Nguyen – 
Visiting Scholar from Vietnam; Katarina Olsson – Director of 

Studies, Lund University; Christina Moell – Dean of Lund 
University; Jonathan Messinger – SULS Alumnus and Visiting 

Scholar Host 
 



Exchange Program Updates 
 

 
 
 

Lund, Sweden      
For Fall 2008, we welcomed to SULS 3 men and 
2 women from the University of Lund.  One was 
originally staying for only one semester, but was 
so enthusiastic about her experience that she has 
decided to stay for the Spring 2009 semester.  We 
welcomed one new exchange student in Spring 
2009. They are studying a whole range of courses 
here at Suffolk from intellectual property to 
human rights to contracts.  Students include Felix 
Bengtson, Per Gustafsson, Elin Rosen, Filippa 
Wassberg, Hannes Josephson and Erik Sinander. 
 
We had 2 visiting J.D. students at Lund 
University this past fall as part of our exchange 
agreement. 
 

Boston Internship Program  
 

 
 

There has been growing interest on the part of 
students to gain practical experience while they 
simultaneously pursue their LL.M.  The 
advantage of our Boston Internship Program is 
that students receive one-on-one counseling and 
targeted job search assistance.  Assistant Director, 
Alane De Luca continues to work with interested 
students and arranging meetings with local firms 
and organizations.  Any connections you may 
have are always welcomed and greatly appreciated.  

One of many valuable resources is attending the 
Boston Bar Association, Foreign Lawyers 
Committee meetings held at 16 Beacon.  The 
BBA offers a wealth of information for our 
students and committees revolving around 
different areas of law.   
 
Despite economic woes across the country, 
companies and firms continued to offer 
internships as a means of attracting qualified 
personnel.  Hosts were most often intrigued with 
our global focus within the LL.M. program and 
the unique set of skills and background that our 
students bring.  State Street Corporation sought 
Suffolk LL.M. students specifically for 2 to 3 
coveted internship positions and the Associate 
Counsel made a presentation at the law school 
about its expanding global initiatives. Further, 
directed outreach to the Massachusetts Office on 
Disability, Boston Consulting, Pegasystems Inc., 
DLA Piper, the Berkman Center for Internet & 
Society, CPI & GPC Magazine, K Sports 
Entertainment and the Screen Actors Guild-
Boston, among others, led to several new 
internship opportunities.  A total of eight 
students accepted Boston-area internships and 
will begin their for-credit assignments in January 
2009. 
 

International Internship Program 
Summer 2008 

 

 
 

“Anywhere you want to go” was the theme for 
this past summer’s interns.   
 
Suffolk Law School partners with the dedicated 
staff from The Center for International Legal 
Studies, Salzburg, Austria to offer this unique 



program to J.D. and LL.M. students from law 
schools across the U.S.  We were well poised with 
legal contacts to offer over 25 selected applicants 
prime international internship opportunities.  
Equal numbers of students from Suffolk and non-
Suffolk students participated in our International 
Internship Program.  Thirteen SULS students 
were placed in locations as far away as Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia to sites as close as Toronto, 
Canada.  Students from schools such as New 
York Law School, UC Hastings, Case Western 
Reserve, Loyola University Law School, and 
Hofstra to name a few, sought our program as a 
complement to achieving their goal in pursing an 
international law career.   
 
This speaks to an increased profile nationally for 
our unique offerings.  “Making tea or copying 
documents” was not part of this internship 
experience.  Students shared the importance of 
balancing their time at an information session 
held in November.  Many interns found that a 
typical day could well pass 12 to 14 hours.  
Arming oneself with current affairs and politics of 
the day was also highly recommended by the 
panel.  Some interns found that they were the 
first “American introduction” to their host village 
or town and were in many respects not only a 
legal intern, but an ambassador of our country. 
 
Some of the locales of our host organizations and 
a full listing of Summer 2008 International 
Internships can be found on the CILS website at 
http://cils.net/reg/recentplacements.html.   We 
are always looking for new opportunities for 
highly qualified people. 
    

 
 

Here are some quotes of what this summer’s 
interns had to say about their internship: 

 

“Hello Alane!  Things here are very good.  I’ve had a 
lovely experience so far.  My work at the office entails 
researching U.S. and UK case law, reviewing contract 
drafts and attending meetings with clients and other 
attorneys and attending High Court hearings.  I have 
lots of stories to share and am very happy that I am 
doing this.  My supervisor and his family are great and 
I couldn’t be better off.  Thanks for checking in and I 
will keep in touch”   
Nataly, Suffolk Law School, Mumbai, India 
 

“I am finishing up my final hour here and concluding 
my first week in Wellington, NZ.  I have attached my 
journal for the week and so far, I have been given a 
great amount of responsibility.  As well, one of the 
senior partners took me out to lunch at the exclusive 
Wellington Club today where I shared a meal with the 
Prime Minister,  and executives who are integral parts 
of New Zealand society.  I hope this email finds you in 
good spirits, as I am ecstatic to be here!” 
David, Hofstra Law School, Wellington, New 
Zealand 
 

“Thank you so much for checking in Alane!  Everything 
is going really well right now.  I am enjoying the work; 
the firm is small and the work is very challenging and 
engaging.  Dubai is an extremely interesting place and 
while I’ve lived in the Middle East before, this is truly a 
unique experience.” 
Michael, Case Western Reserve Law, Dubai, 
UAE 
 

“Dear Alane, Greetings from Geneva!  I started my 
internship in Geneva two days ago and I’m loving it!  
I’ve already received a tour of the UN here and will be 
working at a booth there a few times during my 
internship, which is exactly what I’ve always wanted to 
experience.  The people are all very nice and my 
understanding of French has already improved.” 
Kristin, Suffolk Law School, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
 

Here are some photos that were submitted by 
interns during their internship assignment. 
 
 

http://cils.net/reg/recentplacements.html


 
 

 
 

Lisa Keefer, Suffolk J.D. student interned at an IGO in Patna, 
India and is photographed here helping out during Earth Day. 

 

 
 

David Kowalenko, Hofstra J.D. student interned in Wellington, 
New Zealand and sends this photo of the original Parliament 

Building near his internship site.  
 

 
 

In the photo far right, Paola Checo, Suffolk LL.M. student who 
interned in Santiago, Chile poses with students from University of 

Chile. 

 

 
 

 
 

In the photo second in from left, Ryan Sawyer, Suffolk J.D. 
student with colleagues at a law firm in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 

For further information about the Suffolk 
University Law School International Internship 
Program, please visit: 
http://www.law.suffolk.edu/academic/clinical/in
ternship/intl/. 
 
Any international alumni who are interested in 
hosting a J.D. or LL.M. student intern or may 
know of opportunities during the summer 
months should please contact Alane De Luca at 
adeluca@suffolk.edu. 
 

International Internship Program 
Directors travel off campus 

 

Suffolk Law and CILS were invited to speak at 
area law schools in New York City due to an 
increased number of students from the area 
participating in our program.  Christian 
Campbell, CILS and Alane De Luca, SULS 
presented information sessions to a packed room 
of law students at Hofsta Law School, New York 
Law School and Yeshiva Law School.  Students 
were eager to hear about International 
Internships, listen to former participants of the 
program and learn how to apply.  Plans are in the 
works for 2009 to travel to more areas of the 
country including Florida and the Philadelphia 
area where law schools there have already 
expressed interest. 

 
 

 



Look for an upcoming 2009 issue of National 
Jurist where the International Internship Program 

will be profiled. 
 

LL.M. LexisNexis Lecture Series 
 

 
Professor David Nimmer 

 

As part of our on-going LexisNexis Lecture Series, 
we were honored to host Professor David 
Nimmer who lectured to a packed audience about 
“Culturing Google to Copy Right”.  Mr. Nimmer 
is of counsel to Irell & Manella LLP in Los 
Angeles, California.  He also served as a visiting 
Professor at University of California, Los Angeles 
Law School and Distinguished Scholar at the 
Berkeley Center for Law and Technology.  Prof. 
Nimmer was selected for inclusion in Southern 
California “Super Lawyers” by Los Angeles 
Magazine in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  Also, he has 
been named in The Best Lawyers in America for 
over 10 years. The Los Angeles and San Francisco 
Daily Journal named Mr. Nimmer one of 
California’s “Top 10 Copyright Lawyers” in 2008.   
 
People were amused by his sophisticated 
PowerPoint slides, but also challenged by the 
content of the lecture, which described the global 
proportions of Google’s ambitions. As one 
student remarked afterwards, "I am absolutely 
amazed by Professor Nimmer's talk. He was able 
to convey an entire semester's worth of internet 
law in an hour in a meaningful and thought 
provoking way! His students are very lucky." 
Everyone walked away with new found knowledge 
and a better understanding of this timely and 
complicated subject.  Google is in the news 
constantly, and the issue between copyright  

protection and the free dissemination of 
information over the Internet will not go away.   
 
This is part of a new and exciting aspect to 
Suffolk Law School’s International Law and 
Intellectual Property programs which we hope will 
further cement our niche in the global market. 

 

International Outreach  
 

 
Enjoying a dinner with LL.M. alumni, current students, and 
previous exchange students from Lund University (Back row) 

Joakim Falkner, Budapest LL.M. Candidate; Steve Hicks; David 
Ackebo; Bridgett Halay; Jonna Siden; Jenny Paulsson; Hanna 

Hjalmarsson, LL.M. Global Technology Alumna; Johan 
Dagergard.  (Front row) Moa Ostberg; Andrea Johansson, LL.M. 

Global Technology Alumna; Anna Svensson. 
 
 

 
Director Bridgett Halay and Professor Steve Hicks at the Career 

Fair in Lund, Sweden 
“Practicing Law Overseas from an 

American Perspective” 
    

We welcomed Billie Munro Audia, Zermatt Legal 
Group, to SULS where she presented to students 



her experiences and tips on how to launch an 
international law career.   
 
Ms. Audia is an international business lawyer 
with over 12 years experience advising Fortune 
500 companies.  As the Associate General 
Counsel for both 3Com Corporation and  
Openwave Systems, she was based in London and 
managed all legal matters across Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa.  As a San Francisco-based 
corporate lawyer for Gap, Inc., her international 
responsibilities expanded to include the Asia-
Pacific region.  Prior to her corporate roles, she 
was an associate with Covington and Burling and 
earned her J.D. from the University of Denver.  
Ms. Audia has written several publications, 
including the ABA’s What is a Trademark.  
 
The lecture was well attended by many students 
looking for innovative ways to launch their law 
career internationally.  As one student put it, she 
was “blown away” by Ms. Audia’s insight. 

 
 

 
Assistant Director Alane De Luca and Billie Munro Audia 

 

FDI Moot, November 2008 
 

The inaugural Foreign Direct Investment 
International Moot Court Competition and 
Inaugural Conference was held on Friday, 
October 31 - Sunday, November 2, 2008 at 
Suffolk University Law School in Boston.  It 
attracted teams from Australia, Argentina, Chile, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Hong 
Kong, India, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia 
and the United States (there were eight teams 
from U.S. law schools).  The co-founders of the 

FDI Moot Competition include the Center for 
International Legal Studies in Salzburg, Austria; 
Pepperdine University Law School in California; 
the University of Dundee's Centre for Energy, 
Petroleum and Mineral Law and Policy 
(CEPMLP) in Scotland; the German Institution 
of Arbitration, Cologne, Germany, and Suffolk 
University Law School.  The international law 
firm of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP is sponsoring the FDI Moot, supporting the 
Skadden, Arps Trophy for the winning team. 
Oxford University Press is sponsoring the Oxford 
University Press Awards for Best Written 
Claimant and Respondent Memorials.  A 
conference was held in conjunction with the 
Moot Court competition on “Investor-State 
Arbitration: Perspectives on Legitimacy and 
Practice” with a lineup headlined by Judge 
Stephen Schwebel, former president of the 
International Court of Justice; Professor Jose 
Alvarez of Columbia University Law School, 
former president of the American Society of 
International Law; and Professor David Caron of 
University of California Berkeley, Boalt School of 
Law, current Chair of the Institute of 
Transnational Arbitration.  The winning team 
was Murdoch University from Australia. 
 

Class News 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

-Current Students- 
Elexis Damianos (Expected May 2009) passed the 
New York Bar Exam.  Congratulations Elexis!  
Elexis will also be participating in a for-credit 
internship this semester at State Street Bank 
within their legal group which specializes in 
technology.   

 

-2008- 
Congratulations to Nancy Leon, who accepted a 
position at Casner & Edwards, LLP, Boston, MA.  
Christine Njau is enjoying her Optional Practical 
Training at Anaqua, an Intellectual Asset 
Management company located at the Prudential 
Center in Boston.  She writes “I’m still at 
Anaqua, it gets busier by the day, but I love it!  
There are talks of sponsoring me next year but it 
will be based on how business is doing.  I will 



keep you posted.”  Victoria Benis writes “I’ve 
been very busy with my new job in Luxembourg, 
especially because I’m not usually home before 9 
pm (which is late, but quite reasonable for law 
firms here!).  My firm is great and very close to the 
European Court of Justice, the European 
Commission and other big firms.”  Gunda 
Meinecke (January 2008) writes “I want to wish 
you a Merry Christmas and a very good start to 
2009!  I’m still in Göttingen doing my clerkship 
and preparing for the 2nd state exam.  Cross your 
fingers!”  Ana Favila writes that she just 
submitted the Suffolk J.D. application.  “Thank 
you for all of your help, I hope to be admitted 
and begin my J.D. at Suffolk this fall.”  Linan Yao 
has been busy being a 1L at SULS, but still 
manages to stop by and say hello.  Congrats 
Linan!  Annette Greulich writes that she is back 
into her “German law life routine” which is 
challenging and interesting.  Double 
congratulations to Darren Braham who passed 
the Massachusetts Bar Exam and welcomed the 
birth of his son, Oliver (Ollie) in late December.  
Way to go Darren! 
 

-2007- 
Wedding bells and congratulations are in order 
for Amy Kavanah, who recently returned from a 
trip to Taiwan with her now fiancé.  Svetlana 
(Peikates) Spaic is an Immigration Attorney for 
Tocci, Goss & Lee PC, but is spending time with 
her new son, Leo.  They have offices in Boston 
and on the Cape; Svetlana works mainly from the 
Cape office.  Ida Christensson writes that she is 
working with general commercial law and real 
estate at Vinge law firm in Sweden.  Anna 
Svensson writes “I am doing well and recently 
moved back to Sweden after spending a year in 
The Hague.  I have started to work at 
Mannheimer Swartling in Stockholm which has 
been fun and exciting, but requires long hours.”  
Claudia Victoria Garza Gallo writes that she is 
seeking approval from Universidad Panamericana 
Law School, Mexico to get her “titulo 
professional” based on her post-graduate studies 
that she completed at Suffolk.  Rene Quinones 
writes “I have bought a flat and I am in the 
process of moving to a new office. I have started a 

new loaning company under a new bill that was 
passed. The project is called AGROCAPITOL, 
and its goal is to loan cheap money to farmers 
and agricultural projects.  Also, I have been 
gaining new clients (small ones) for my 
outsourcing company.  My law practice is growing 
and I have opened a branch office in the port of 
Manzanillo, Mexico.  I have another project 
under way as well.  It is called "PROYECTO 
SIGUE" which means, Project Continue. Its goal 
is to provide scholarships and college aid to 
worthy candidates.  Personally, I’ve been studying 
Swedish, which is very hard!  Great news is that 
my wife is pregnant and due late Spring. When I 
learned that it was going to be a girl, I destroyed 
all my credit cards!!!  Good luck and 
congratulations Rene! 
 

-2006- 
Carmen Bowen was thrilled when she received 
word of a job offer at the Public Policy Institute, 
which is just around the corner from Suffolk Law 
School.  Congrats Carmen!  Andrea Johansson 
writes “I managed to get a week off to go to 
Ireland with friends.  It is a beautiful country and 
Dublin is a nice city.  My work at the court 
continues and I have less than a year remaining as 
a clerk before it is time to have new experiences 
and possibly travel abroad again.”  Celebrations 
were in order when Kristina Dimitrova wrote “I 
hope you are doing fine and are enjoying well 
deserved success popularizing the Suffolk LL.M. 
Programs around the globe.  I wanted to say hello 
and share some good news.  I finally passed the 
NY Bar Exam!”  Kristina kindly donated her exam 
prep materials to SULS.  Thanks for the support 
Kristina and congratulations to you!  “Greetings 
from rainy Sweden” writes Hanna Hjalmarsson.  
“It was wonderful to see everyone again and to 
catch up at the alumni dinner this past fall.  This 
will become a yearly tradition!”.  Anna 
Engestrom writes to say that she graduated from 
Lund in 2007 and has been working at one of 
Sweden’s biggest corporate law firms, Vinge.  
She’s currently on leave in order to clerk at a 
district court, but she plans on moving back to 
Göteborg in 2010 to resume her position with 
Vinge.  Dan McKenzie writes that he is very busy 



working 3 days at GE and 2 days at a law firm in 
NYC.  Congratulations to Gozde Oztuncer who 
celebrates the birth of her baby girl who is now 7 
months old.  Gogo also writes that she and her 
husband have just moved back to Turkey.  We 
wish you the very best and keep in touch!  
 

-2005- 
Aukse Usaite emailed photos of her new, 
beautiful baby girl named Ula who was born on 
May 20, 2008.  Bill Oates is now the Chief 
Information Officer for Mayor Menino.  
Maureen McLaughlin writes that she is working 
at Wyeth in Andover, MA.  Maria Blomstrand is 
working for the Swedish Tax Agency.  She wrote 
“I’ll be in Stockholm for a meeting, so I will 
definitely stop by to see you during your visit.”  
Cathrine Nyander (January 2005) writes that she 
has been actively interviewing with firms 
specializing in international business law.  Good 
luck Cathrine and keep us posted!   
 

-2004- 
Jord Hollenberg writes that he is going for a 
Ph.D. in Medical Sciences at Muenster University 
and will specialize in Medical and Pharmaceutical 
Law.  “I’m thinking of publishing my doctorial 
thesis in English as well”.  Alexandra Diehl is 
working at the law firm of Orrick Hölters & 
Elsing in Duesseldorf, Germany, and also 
completing her Ph.D. at the University of 
Wurzburg in Bavaria. Her thesis is 'Substantive 
Standards of Investment Protection - Pitfalls or 
Safeguards for Investors and States?" She has also 
been very busy in the field of arbitration, helping 
to establish the Duesseldorf International 
Arbitration School in 2007. In 2008, the program 
focused on the similarities and differences 
between commercial and investment arbitration, 
concluding with an expert panel on the Energy 
Charter Treaty. She has been active in the 
German-American Lawyers' Association, (DAJV), 
coming to Washington D.C. for the 2007 Annual 
Meeting, and finally, she visited SULS for the FDI 
International Moot Court Competition and 
Conference, and earlier in the year she came to 
SULS for a week long visit at which SULS hosted  

practice rounds with the Dusseldorf Jessup and 
Vis moot court teams.         

 
 
 
 

We want to hear from you! 

 

Please email us any news and updates for our 
next CONNECTIONS newsletter to Alane at 

adeluca@suffolk.edu. 
 

Share your news with other Suffolk LL.M. & 
Exchange Alumni and keep our international 

community connected.  
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